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E.O. 11652: 


TAGS:MAPS, PINS, CG 

SUBJECT: SHABA INCURSIONS: U.S. PRESS REACTION 

1 . EOLLOWING EDITORIAL APPEARED IN WASHINGTON POST MAY 
16 UNDER HEADING 'ZAIRE AGAIN." 

2. BEGIN QUOTE: FOR THE SECOND SUCCESSIVE SPRING, IT 
APPEARS CUBAN-ASSISTED KATANGESE SOLDIERS HAVE CROSSED 
FROM ANGOLA INTO A TRADITIONAL TRIBAL AREA (SHABA) IN 
SOUTHERN ZAIRE, POSING AGAIN THE THREAT OF GRABBING 
ZAIRE'S COPPER BELT AND SETTING UP A SEPARATE STATE. THE 
FIRST SKETCHY REPORTS SUGGEST THAT THIS YEAR THE INVADERS 
ARE BETTER PREPARED AND THAT THEY ARE MAKING A GOOD DEAL 
MORE INITIAL PROGRESS AGAINST THE FORCES OF PRESIDENT 
MOBUTO SESE SEKO. 

IT WAS WIDELY NOTED LAST YEAR THAT ANGOLA, IN SPONSORING 
THE KATANGESE, WAS "REPAYING" ZAIRE EOR ZAIREAN SUPPORT 
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OF THE ANGOLAN FACTIONS THAT THE NETO GOVERNMENT DEFEATED 
IN TAKING POWER IN 1975. GENERAL AWARENESS OE THAT 
AFRICAN BACKGROUND COST ZAIRE SYMPATHY, IF NOT SUPPORT, 

FOR ITS TRAVAILS. YET ANGOLA DID NOT THEREBY ACQUIRE A 
RIGHT TO SPONSOR ANNUAL INVASIONS. IT HAS NO SUCH RIG;T. 

IT HAS, RATHER, AN OBLIGATION TO ACCEPT INTERNATIONAL STAN- 
DARDS OF RESPECT FOR THE INTEGRITY OE OTHER STATES. 
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IN ITS STRAITENED CIRCUMSTANCES LAST YEAR, THE MOBUTU 
GOVERNMENT CAST ABOUT FOR FOREIGN SUPPORT, GETTING LITTLE 
FROM THE UNITED STATES. MUCH OF AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION 
FOUND ZAIRE AND ITS APPEAL UNWORTHY ON VARIOUS GROUNDS, 
AND THE THEN-NEW CARTER ADMINISTRATION LARGELY STEPPED 
ASIDE, LEAVING IT - IN SOMETHING OE A CLIEFHANGER - EOR 
ZAIRE'S OTHER FOREIGN FRIENDS TO FILL THE BREECH. ZAIRE 
IS SCARCELY LESS STRAITENED THIS YEAR, AND INTERNAL CON- 
DITIONS HAVE NOT SUBSTANTIALLY CHANGED. BUT THERE IS A 
GREATER AWARENESS OF THE CUBAN-SOVIET PRESENCE IN AFRICA. 
THE ATTENTION THAT MR. CARTER HIMSELF NOW FOCUSES UPON 
IT GIVES A COUNTRY LIKE ZAIRE, WHICH SEEMS TO HAVE FALLEN 
VICTIM A SECOND TIME TO A COMMUNIST-SUPPORTED ATTACK, 
THAT MUCH MORE OF A CLAIM UPON AMERICAN AID. 

UNTIL THE DIMENSIONS OF THE LATEST SHABA CRISIS ARE KNOWN, 
IT IS UNNECESSARY TO CONSIDER WHAT THE SPECIEICS OF AN 
AMERICAN RESPONSE MIGHT BE. KINSHASA'S EIRST LINE OF 
DEFENSE IS, PLAINLY, ITSELF. ZAIRE'S OTHER FOREIGN 
FRIENDS AND THE AFRICAN COMMUNITY ALL HAVE A STAKE IN 
UPHOLDING THE PRINCIPLE OF TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND IN 
PUTTING A HALT TO AGGRESSION AND TRIBAL IRREDENTISM. JUST 
AS THE ADMINISTRATION SEEMS MORE PRIMED TO COUNTER 
ANOTHER COMMUNIST-BACKED ADVANCE IN AERICA, HOWEVER, SO 
THE PUBLIC WOULD ALSO PROBABLY BE READIER TO GO ALONG. 
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THAT IS THE DIFFERENCE A YEAR'S AERICAN EXPERIENCE HAS 
MADE. END QUOTE. VANCE 
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